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ATHERTON, 

May,  i8gy 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Atherton 
Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

Acting  under  the  instructions  of  your  Council,  I 
have  made  a careful  inspection  of  the  above  area 
and  beg  to  present  you  with  the  following  Report 
thereon  : — - 

The  area  contains  202  dwelling-houses,  3 of  which 
are  at  present  un-occupi’ed,  3 public-houses,  1 
common  lodging-house,  3 lock-up  shops,  and 
1 mill,  with  store-rooms  and  offices  connected 
therewith.  It  has  an  estimated  population  of  1,030 
persons,  and  contains  1 1 ’25  acres  or  thereabouts, 
which  gives  a population  of  91 '5  to  the  acre. 


The  Walk. 

Between  The  Walk  and  The  Valley,  is  situated 
a public-house,  the  Farrier’s  Arms,  with  the  front 
looking  into  Bolton  Old  Road.  The  back  yard 
connected  therewith  is  small  and  very  much  en- 
closed. It  contains  a urinal  of  a primitive  kind. 
This  should  be  removed,  and  one  of  a more  modern 
type  substituted.  Behind  this  public-house  are  Nos. 
2 and  4,  The  Walk.  The  end  of  No,  2 adjoins  the 
back  of  the  public-house,  while  the  back  looks  into 
the  backyard  ihereof.  Behind  No.  4 is  an  old  disused 
smithy.  These  two  houses  have  no  back  doors,  and 
owingto  this  and  the  crowded  stateof  the  building's, 
the  ventilation  of  these  houses  is  defective.  The  old 
smithy  should  be  removed  and  back  doors  made. 
Moreover,  these  two  houses  have  no  closet  accomo- 
dation, and  the  occupants  use  2 privies  across  the 
street,  on  sufferance  only,  as  they  belong  to 
another  landlord.  Nos.  6,  8,  10,  14,  16,  and  18, 
have  no  back  doors.  They  each  have  a W.  C. 
situated  in  the  house  which  is  flushed  with  slop- 
water  and  rain  water  from  the  roofs  of  the  houses. 
The  soil  pipes  leading'  from  these  closets  are  not 
ventilated,  and  they  pass  directly  into  the  drains, 
thus  affording  a ready  means  for  the  entrance  of 
sewer  gas,  into  the  houses.  The  waste-water 
pipes  from  the  slopstones  deliver  themselves  into 
the  closets.  This  arrangement  is  very  insanitary. 
The  ventilation  of  these  houses -is  defective. 

No.  12 — This  is  a small  and  narrow  two-roomed 
cottaere.  It  has  no  back  door  nor  closet  accomo- 
dation.  The  occupier  uses  the  same  closets  across 
the  street  as  those  used  by  Nos.  2 and  4,  which 
closets  also  accommodate  6 other  houses.  In  this 
case,  however,  it  is  not  upon  sufferance,  as  the 
landlord  of  No.  12  is  the  owner  of  these  closets. 


The  Valietf. 

The  Walk  is  upon  a higher  level  than  The  Valley, 
and  Nos.  1 to  13,  The  Valley,  are  situated  beneath 
Nos.  6 to  18,  The  Walk.  The  rooms  of  these  houses 
are  low.  They  have  neither  back  doors  nor  win- 
dows, and  several  of  them  are  damp.  None  of  the 
windows  of  the  lower  rooms  will  open,  and  only 
every  other  of  the  upper  ones.  In  consequence  of 
this  arrangement  ventilation  is  defective.  Each 
house  from  No.  1 to  13,  The  Valley  should  be  added 
to  the  corresponding  house  in  The  Walk,  with  an 
efficient  communication  so  as  to  secure  healthy  ven- 
tilation. A proper  closet  should  be  constructed  for 
each  house,  in  The  Valley,  and  the  insanitary 
W.C’s  removed  from  the  houses  in  the  Walk. 

Nos.  17  to  21,  The  Valley,  have  no  back  doors 
nor  windows,  and/-several  of  the  windows  won’t 
open.  Behind  the  houses  and  adjoining  them  is  the 
stable  and  coach-house  belonging  to  Alder  House. 
The  ventilation  of  these  houses  is  bad.  In  their 
present  state  they  are  not  fit  to  live  in,  and  it  is 
difficult  to  see  how  they  can  be  made  into  healthy 
dwellings.  In  No.  17  we  found  rabbits  kept  up- 
stairs. 

No.  25  has  a back  window  but  no  back  door. 
We  found  ventilation  defective  here  also.  A small 
back  yard  with  a back  door  could  be  made  here 
however,  and  if  this  were  done,  it  would  improve 
the  ventilation  very  much,  and  render  the  house  fit 
for  habitation. 

Park  Hotel  (which  corresponds  with  Nos.  2,  4, 
and  6,  The  Valley),  as  far  as  the  internal  arrange- 
ment of  the  rooms,  &c. , was  satisfactory,  and  the 
only  things  noticed  which  require  to  be  mentioned 
are  that  one  of  the  waste-water  pipes  empties  itself 
into  the  brook,  and  that  there  is  a gully  in  the 
cellar  through  which  sewer  air  enters  the  house. 
There  was  a distinct  smell  of  sewer  gas  in  the  cellar 
when  we  were  there.  The  drain  should  be  discon- 
nected from  the  sewer  and  ventilated. 

No  8 — The  scullery  window  won’t  open.  There 
appeared  to  be  no  trap  to  the  gully  in  the  yard,  and 
the  waste-water  pipe  was  too  short. 

No.  10  and  12 — The  waste-water  pipes  are  con- 
nected directly  to  the  drain,  and  No.  10  was  dirty 
and  required  to  be  limewashed. 

Nos.  14  has  no  back  door,  and  the  windows  below 
won’t  open.  A back  door  could  be  made  into  Red 
Street,  which  would  very  much  improve  ventilation. 

No.  16  has  a very  small  back  yard,  the  end  of  a 
row  of  houses,  in  Red  Street,  being  only  4 feet 
away. 

Nos.  18  to  24  were  found  to  be  in  a satisfactory 
state. 


The  Valles / — ( Continued .) 

Between  18  and  20  is  a narrow  entry  in  which 
fowls  and  children  cause  a nuisance.  The  Valley 
end  of  this  entry  is  closed  by  a door.  This  door 
should  be  removed  and  both  ends  of  the  entry 
should  be  closed  with  either  paled  or  iron  gates. 
This  would  prevent  the  nuisance  and  allow  a 
current  of  air  through,  into  the  back  yard,  which, 
owing  to  its  small  area,  would  improve  the 
ventilation  thereof. 

Nos.  26  and  28  have  no  back  doors  or  windows, 
and  the  ventilation  is  defective.  The  gully  to  No. 
26  was  blocked,  and  the  waste-water  pipe  too  short, 
causing  a nuisance.  These  two  houses  should  be 
converted  into  one. 

No.  30  has  no  back  door  and  the  ventilation  is 
defective.  A back  door  could  be  made  which  would 
very  much  improve  it.  Nos.  32  and  34  are  fairly 
satisfactory  except  that  the  back  windows  of  No. 
34  were  nailed  up. 

No.  36 — The  waste-water  pipe  is  too  short. 

Nos.  38  and  40 — The  back  windows  below  won’t 
open,  and  the  gully  of  No.  38  requires  to  be  cemen- 
ted. 

Nos.  42,  44,  and  46 — The  back  windows  below 
won’t  open.  The  ceilings  of  Nos.  42  and  44  re- 
quire to  be  plastered.  The  houses  are  dirty  and 
require  to  be  limewashed.  The  waste-water  pipe 
of  No.  46  is  too  short.  The  back  kitchen  floor  is 
very  much  out  of  repair,  and  requires  to  be  relaid. 

No.  50 — Back  windows  below,  won’t  open.  The 
back  kitchen  requires  a new  floor.  There  is  a 
dilapidated  wooden  structure  behind  this  house 
which  causes  the  house  to  be  damp,  and  interferes 
with  ventilation.  This  should  be  removed. 

No.  52 — Several  windows  below,  won’t  open. 
The  back  door  is  blocked  up,  and  a stable  of  wood 
built  over  it.  This  should  be  removed,  and  the 
door  made  to  open  properly.  The  house  is  also 
damp. 


Red  Street. 

No.  3. — The  windows  below  won’t  open.  The 
back  bedroom  has  no  window.  A skylight  should 
be  put  in.  The  waste-water  pipe  is  connected 
directly  with  the  drain. 

No.  5. — Has  no  back  door,  but  one  could  be 
put  in.  The  windows  below  won’t  open  and  the 
waste  water-pipe  is  connected  to  the  drain. 

Between  Nos.  5 and  7 is  an  entry  leading  to  the 
backof  Nos.  3 and  5,andNos.  iqand  16,  The  Valley. 
This  entry  is  closed  with  a door.  As  this  common 
back  yard  is  very  small  in  area,  this  door  should 
be  removed  and  a paled  or  iron  gate  substituted, 
because  it  would  very  much  assist  the  ventilation 
thereof. 

Nos.  7 and  9. — The  windows  below  won’t  open, 
otherwise  the  sanitary  condition  is  satisfactory. 

Nos.  11.  and  13. — Now  in  one  house.  The 
windows  in  front  below  won’t  open  and  the  waste- 
water  pipe  is  connected  to  the  drain.  There  are 
two  closets  and  one  midden  adjoining  the  panty 
wall  of  this  house.  They  should  be  converted 
into  water-closets,  and  the  midden  thoroughly 
cleaned  out  and  filled  up  to  the  ground  level. 

Nos.  15  to  21. — The  back  yard  gullies  require 
to  be  cemented.  The  front  windows  below  won’t 
open. 

Nos.  23  and  25. — The  front  windows  below  won’t 
open.  At  No.  23  the  waste-water  pipe  empties 
itself  over  a trapped  drain  in  the  scullery.  This 
drain  should  be  disconnected  from  the  sewer  and 
ventilated. 

No.  27. — The  gully  trap  is  broken,  and  the  win- 
dows below  won’t  open. 

No.  29. — Has  no  back  door,  one  could,  how- 
ever, be  made.  The  windows  below  won’t  open. 

No.  31. — The  back  window  won’t  open,  other- 
wise the  sanitary  condition  is  fairly  satisfactory. 

No.  33. — The  sanitary  condition  is  fairly  satis- 
factory. Behind  this  house  is  a cottage  which 
has  no  back  door,  but  the  windows  all  open,  and 


Red  Street — ( Continued .) 
as  there  are  open  fields  on  two  sides  of  it  the 
ventilation  appeared  to  be  pretty  good. 

No.  2. — Has  no  back  door. 

No.  4. — Has  no  back  door,  but  one  could  be 
made  at  the  side.  One  window  below  won’t  open. 

No.  6. — Has  no  back  door  and  the  windows 
below  won’t  open.  These  three  houses  are  very 
much  crowded  together,  so  that  there  is  very  little 
air  space  behind  them. 

Nos.  8,  10,  12,  and  14. — The  windows  below 
won’t  open,  otherwise  their  sanitary  condition  is 
fairly  good. 

No.  16. — Has  no  back  door.  The  front  windows 
below  won't  open  and  the  waste-water  pipe  is 
connected  to  the  drain. 

No.  18.— Has  no  backdoor,  front  window  below 
does  not  open,  and  the  waste-water  pipe  is  con- 
nected to  the  drain. 

No.  20. — Has  no  back  door,  but  this  being  a 
corner  house,  and  having  windows  that  will  all 
open,  the  ventilation  seemed  fairly  good. 


North  Street. 

No.  4. — The  windows  below  and  two  above 
don’t  open  sufficiently.  The  waste-water  pipe  is 
connected  to  the  drain. 

No.  8. — Windows  below  and  the  back  one  above 
don’t  open.  The  waste-water  pipe  is  connected 
to  the  drain. 

No.  10. — Windows  in  the  front  below  and  at  the 
back  above  don’t  open. 

No.  12.— The  back  window  above  does  not  open. 

Nos.  14,  16,  and  18. — Sanitary  condition  is 
satisfactory. 


Back  North  Street. 

No.  20.- — Has  no  back  door,  and  only  one  win- 
dow below  will  open. 

No.  22. — The  windows  below  won’t  open. 

No.  24. — Windows  are  small,  the  back  window 
above  won't  open  and  only  one  below. 


Bolton  Old  Road. 

No.  71. — Is  a public  house,  the  Rope  and 
Anchor.  The  rooms  are  all  very  low,  and  the 
windows,  both  above  and  below  won’t  open  pro- 
perly, through  being  out  of  repair.  This  interferes 
with  ventilation.  The  urinal  is  out  of  repair  and 
badly  constructed.  It  joins  the  pantry,  and  is  a 
nuisance  dangerous  to  health. 

No.  73. — The  slop-stone  has  no  waste-pipe 
connected  to  it,  so  that  the  waste  water  falls  upon 
the  floor  and  drains  into  the  brook.  The  house 
was  in  a very  dirty  state. 

No.  77. — Public  house.  “ Lord  Nelson,”  and 
79,  a shop  connected  therewith.  The  urinal  is 
very  insanitary,  but  a new  one  is  being  built.  The 
waste-water  pipe  is  connected  to  the  drain.  Two 
windows  below  won’t  open.  The  roof  is  in  bad 
repair  and  rain  comes  through  into  every  room 
above.  The  cellar  is  out  of  repair  and  dirty. 

No.  Si. — Windows  below  and  the  back  one 
above  won’t  open.  The  house  was  very  dirty. 

Nos.  83,  85,  and  87. — The  window's  below 
won’t  open.  The  back  yard  of  Nos.  81  to  87  is 
very  small.  Behind  these  houses  is  a high  build- 
ing, and  the  back  yard  averages  about  6 feet  in 
width. 

Nos.  95,  97,  99. — Are  satisfactory,  except  that 
No.  97  requires  a trap  to  the  gully  in  the  yard. 

Nos.  101  and  103. — Gully  traps  require  to  be 
repaired  and  cemented. 

No.  105. — Sanitary  condition  is  satisfactory. 

Nos.  107,  109,  hi,  1 13,  and  115. — The  waste- 
water  pipes  are  too  short  and  the  gullies  require 
cementing.  At  No.  113,  the  drain  was  blocked. 

Nos.  1 17  and  1 19. —Require  traps  to  gullies  and 
the  gullies  repaired.  The  waste-water  pipe  at  119 
is  too  short. 


Bolton  Old  Road — ( Continued .) 

Nos.  1 2 1 , 123,  125,  and  127. — Gullies  require  to 
be  repaired.  The  waste-water  pipe  is  too  short  at 
123,  125,  and  127,  and  No.  127  has  no  grid  to  the 
gully. 

No.  129. — Is  a lock-up  butcher’s  shop.  This 
ought  to  be  better  ventilated. 

No.  1 3 1 . — Is  a lock-up  pawn  shop.  The  waste- 
water  pipe  is  connected  to  the  drain.  Behind  this 
shop,  and  looking  into  Harrison  Street,  are 
situated  a number  of  dilapidated  houses  and 
buildings,  parts  of  which  are  in  a dangerous  con- 
dition. 

No  133. — The  sanitary  condition  is  satisfactory. 

Nos.  135,  137,  and  139. — The  windows  below 
won’t  open  and  the  rooms  are  low.  At  139,  the 
back  windows  above  won’t  open. 

No.  141. — Is  a lock-up  shop  and  store  room. 

Nos.  143,  145,  147,  and  149. — These  are  com- 
paratively new  houses  and  the  sanitary  condition 
is  satisfactory,  except  that  the  closets  and  middens 
adjoin  the  houses.  The  back  wall  of  the  house 
being  the  wall  of  the  midden.  This  arrangement 
is  dangerous  to  health  and  the  closets  should  be 
converted  into  Ducket  closets,  the  middens 
thoroughly  cleansed  out  and  filled  up  to  the  ground 
level. 


Peace  Street. 

No.  1. — The  windows  below  won’t  open.  Be- 
neath this  house  is  a cellar  in  which  several  girls 
are  employed.  In  this  cellar  there  is  a gulley 
leading  into  a drain,  this  drain  should  be  discon- 
nected from  the  sewer  and  ventilated. 

No.  2. — Three  windows  below  won’t  open,  and 
a gully  trap  is  required  for  the  waste-water  pipe. 

No.  9. — Back  window  below  won’t  open. 

No.  11. — Sanitary  condition  is  satisfactory. 

No.  13. — Scullery  window  won’t  open.  The 
house  requires  lime-washing  and  the  gully  cement- 
ing. 

No.  15 — The  sanitary  condition  is  good. 


Off  Peace  Street. 

No.  1. — Has  no  back  door,  and  the  windows 
below  won’t  open. 

Nos.  3,  5,  and  7. — Several  of  the  windows  won’t 
open. 

No.  9. — Two  windows  below,  and  three  win- 
dows above  won’t  open.'  A new  waste-water  pipe 
is  required,  and  the  waterspout  should  be  directed 
over  the  gully  as  it  now  causes  the  house  wall  to  be 
damp.  The  above  five  houses  have  only  two 
closets  between  them. 

Nos.  2,  4,  and  6. — The  sanitary  condition  is 
satisfactory,  except  at  No.  6,  one  window  below 
and  one  above  won’t  open. 


Wesle j/  Street. 

No.  2a. — Between  the  waste-water  pipe  of  the 
scullery  and  the  gully,  there  is  no  channel  for  the 
waste-water,  and  another  gully  in  the  back  yard 
requires  to  be  cemented. 

Nos.  2 to  14. — The  back  windows  don’t  open, 
and  at  Nos.  2,  4,  6,  and  8,  the  waste-water  pipes  are 
too  short. 


Rose  Hill. 

No.  1. — The  waste-water  pipe  empties  itself 
over  a gully  in  the  back  kitchen.  This  gully  should 
be  removed  to  the  outside. 

No.  3. — The  waste-water  pipe  is  connected  to  the 
drain. 

Nos.  2 and  4 are  satisfactory, 


Nuttall  Street. 

Nos.  1 to  9. — The  scullery  windows  do  not  open 
sufficiently.  At  Nos.  1,  3,  and  5,  the  waste-water 
pipes  are  out  of  repair  and  the  gullies  require 
cementing.  At  No.  9 the  waste-water  pipe  is  con- 
nected to  the  drain. 

Hope  Villas. — The  bath  waste  pipe  at  one  of 
these  houses  is  connected  to  the  drain. 

The  Laburnums. — The  sanitary  condition  of 
these  two  houses  is  satisfactory. 


Sanderson  Street. 

Nos.  8,  10,  12,  14,  and  16. — The  roofs  are  out  of 
repair  and  rain  finds  its  way  into  the  houses,  mak- 
ing them  damp.  At  No.  12  the  waste-water  pipe 
is  too  short,  and  there  is  no  roof  to  the  closet. 
At  No.  22  the  closet  has  neither  roof  nor  seat,  and 
the  occupiers  are  unable  to  use  it. 


Hilton  Street. 

Nos.  3 to  29 — The  gullies  all  require  cementing, 
and  several  otherwise  repairing.  At  Nos.  3 and  29, 
the  waste-water  pipes  are  too  short,  and  at  No.  13, 
the  drain  was  blocked. 


Harrison  Street. 

No.  3 has  no  back  door,  the  ceilings  are  low,  and 
the  rooms  very  dark.  The  house  is  not  fit  to  in- 
habit, in  its  present  state. 

Nos.  5,  7,  and  9,  have  no  back  doors.  The  waste- 
water  pipes  are  connected  to  the  drains.  The 
front  windows  below  won’t  open. 

No.  11,  has  no  back  door,  back  windows  above 
open  inadequately.  Waste-water  pipe  is  too  short, 
and  the  gully  requires  cementing. 

Nos.  15  and  17,  have  no  back  doors.  The  waste- 
water  pipe  of  No.  17  is  connected  to  the  drain. 

Beneath  the  houses  from  No.  7 to  No.  17,  there 
?,re  damp  and  foul  smelling  cellars.  These  should 
be  thoroughly  cleaned  out,  limewashed  and  ventila- 
ted. 

No.  19 — The  waste-water  pipe  is  connected  to 
the  drain. 

No.  21 — The  waste-water  pipe  is  covered  in  with 
a wooden  spout  which  is  liable  to  direct  sewer  gas 
into  the  house.  This  spout  should  be  removed. 

No.  23  is  situated  behind  Nos.  15  and  29.  It  is 
at  present  unoccupied.  It  has  no  back  door,  is 
very  much  enclosed,  and  is  deficient  in  both  light 
and  air.  It  is  not  fit  for  habitation. 

No.  25,  has  no  back  door,  but  one  could  be  made. 

Between  No.  21  and  25  is  a narrow  entry  leading 
to  No.  23  and  the  back  yard  of  Nos.  19  and  21. 
This  entry  is  closed  with  a door.  The  door  should 
be  removed,  and  a paled  or  iron  gate  substituted,  as 
it  would  then  assist  in  ventilating  the  back  yard, 
which  is  small. 

No.  27  has  no  back  door.  The  waste-water  pipe 
is  connected  to  the  drain.  A back  door  could  be 
made. 

No.  29  has  no  backdoor.  The  waste-water  pipe 
is  connected  to  the  drain.  There  must  be  a drain 
running  beneath  one  of  the  above  houses.  No.  29 
is  unoccupied,  and  in  its  present  state  is  not  fit  to 
be  inhabited. 

Nos.  23  and  29  should  be  converted  into  one 
house. 

No.  10  was  very  dirty. 

Nos.  12  and  14  have  no  back  doors.  The  front 
windows  won’t  open.  The  houses  are  dirty.  At 
No.  12  the  waste  water  pipe  is  connected  to  the 
drain,  and  at  14  it  empties  itself  over  an  open 
drain  in  the  scullery.  There  being  no  gully,  a 
good  deal  of  the  slop  water  soaks  into  the  floor 
and  does  not  find  its  way  into  the  drain. 

At  the  end  of  No.  14  is  a filthy  urinal  adjoining  the 
house  and  also  the  midden  belonging  to  four 
closets.  Two  of  these- closets  belong  to  the  houses 
in  Harrison  Street.  One  of  these  closets  serves  no 


H am'son  Street— [Continued) 
less  than  7 houses,  and  the  other  six.  The  con- 
dition of  the  houses  Nos.  12  and  14,  together  with 
this  state  of  things  render  them  unfit  for  habitation. 


Park  View?. 

Nos.  1,  3,  and  5,  have  no  back  doors,  and  the 
waste-water  pipes  are  connected  to  the  drains.  A 
drain  must  run  beneath  these  houses,  and  at  No.  5, 
there  is  a complaint  of  rats  beneath  the  floor. 

Nos.  7 and  9. — The  sanitary  condition  is  satis- 
factory, except  that  at  No.  7 the  waste-water  pipe 
is  too  short,  and  the  gully  requires  cementing,  and 
at  No.  9 the  waste-water  pipe  is  connected  to  the 
drain. 

Nos.  2,  4,  and  6,  have  no  back  doors,  and  the 
waste-water  pipes  are  connected  to  the  drain. 
There  was  a distinct  smell  of  sewer  gas  in  these 
houses,  as  well  as  Nos.  1,  3 and  5.  These  six 
houses  should  be  converted  into  three,  the  drain 
beneath  them  removed,  and  the  waste-water  pipes 
made  to  deliver  over  a gully  outside.  They  would 
then  be  fairly  healthy  habitations. 


Recommendations. 

In  this  report  so  far,  I have  already  made  certain 
recommendations  applicable  to  special  cases  in 
question.  I now  desire  to  make  a few  general 
recommendations  which  are  applicable  to  the  area 
more  or  less  generally. 

It  will  be  noticed  on  referring  to  this  report  that 
there  are  a number  of  houses  in  the  area  which  are 
without  back  doors,  and  a larger  number  having 
one  or  more  windows  that  cannot  be  opened. 
Moreover,  some  of  these  houses  have  no  fire  places 
or  chimneys  in  the  upper  rooms,  and  very  few  have 
more  than  one  of  such.  Houses  constructed  in  this 
way  cannot  be  properly  ventilated,  especially  when 
situated  as  close  together  as  they  are  in  some  parts 
of  this  «rea.  Without  efficient  ventilation  we 
cannot  have  health. 

There  are  about  90  houses  in  the  area  having  one 
or  more  windows  that  will  not  open.  This  re- 
presents an  estimated  population  of  about  460 
persons,  and  although  some  of  these  houses  are  not 
so  bad  as  others  in  this  respect,  yet  that  number  of 
people  live  in  conditions  of  more  or  less  defective 
ventilation.  Of  the  above  90  houses,  53  have  no 
back  doors,  the  absence  of  which  renders  ventila- 
tion much  more  deficient.  Therefore  some  270  of 
these  people  live  in  houses  that  are  badly  ventilated. 
Of  the  above  53  houses,  21  have  no  back  window, 
as  well  as  no  back  door.  This  interferes  still  fur- 
ther with  ventilation,  so  that  about  1 10  of  the  above 
270  persons  live  under  conditions  in  which  ventila- 
tion is  very  defective.  People  who  live  under  the 
foregoing  conditions  must  suffer  in  health  thereby. 
Defective  ventilation  predisposes  to  Pulmonary 
effections,  and  is  an  exciting  cause  of  anaemia,  and 
other  impoverished  conditions  of  the  blood. 

Moreover,  the  recovery  from  diseased  conditions, 
especially  Pulmonary  and  Blood  diseases  is  very 
much  retarded  ; in  fact,  the  chances  of  recovery 
from  such  diseases  are  very  much  diminished  by 
breathing  impure  air.  Back  doors  should  be  put 
in  where  there  are  none,  and  all  windows  made  to 
open. 

Among  other  defects  noticed  were  short  and 
defective  waste-water  pipes  and  defective  gullies 
and  traps.  These  conditions  admit  of  waste-water 
draining  into  the  foundations  of  houses,  rendering 
them  damp,  and  into  the  soil  around  where  it  de- 
composes and  pollutes  the  ground  air.  This 
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condition  predisposes  to  Typhoid  Fever,  Diarrhaea, 
&c.  The  waste-water  pipes  of  30  houses  in  the 
area  are  connected  to  the  drains,  thus  affording  a 
direct  passage  into  the  houses  for  sewer  gas.  This 
is  very  unhealthy,  and  when  it  occurs  in  houses 
where  ventilation  is  defective,  as  is  the  case  in  this 
area,  it  is  exceedingly  dangerous  to  health. 

All  waste-water  pipes  should  be  disconnected, 
and  made  to  deliver  over  a trap  outside  the  house. 
Where  these  pipes  are  too  short  they  should  be 
lengthened,  and  all  gullies  and  traps  repaired, 
cemented  around,  and  made  watertight. 

The  closet  accommodation  in  the  area  in  some 
parts  is  deficient  and  bad.  I have  already  dealt 
with  those  which  are  situated  in  and  immediately 
adjoining  the  houses.  Many  of  the  others  however 
are  very  near  the  houses,  and  ought  to  be  converted 
into  water  closets.  The  closets  are  deficient 
in  number  in  many  places.  Two  and  sometimes 
more  families  use  one  closet.  In  Harrison  Street, 
one  closet  is  used  by  as  many  as  seven  families. 
This  state  of  things  should  not  exist,  and  every 
house  should  have  its  own  closet. 

It  may  also  be  noted  that  of  the  202  dwelling- 
houses  in  the  area,  very  few  were  found  absolutely 
free  from  sanitary  defects  of  every  kind. 


H am'son  Street. 

With  regard  to  that  part  of  the  area  called 
Harrison  Street,  Nos.  3 to  17  are  old  houses,  with 
low  rooms,  and  insufficiently  ventilated.  They 
have  no  back  doors,  and  there  is  no  ground  behind 
the  houses  belonging  thereto,  so  that  back  doors 
cannot  be  made.  The  same  is  true  of  Nos.  12  and 
14.  Then  again,  the  closet  accomodation  is  very 
inadequate,  there  being  only  two  closets  to  13 
houses,  therefore  probably  between  60  and  70 
people  use  these  two  closets.  Also  the  houses  in 
the  street  are  badly  arranged,  both  as  regards 
light  and  ventilation.  That  being  so,  and  taking 
all  these  points  into  consideration  it  is,  in  my 
opinion,  impossible  to  convert  this  part  of  the  area 
into  a proper  sanitary  condition  otherwise  than 
by  an  improvement  scheme,  for  the  re-construction 
and  re-arrangement  of  the  streets  and  houses  within 
the  area.  Therefore  I recommend  that  Hilton 
Street  and  the  back  street  between  Hilton  Street 
and  Bolton  Old  Road  be  carried  through 
to  Park  View.  That  the  old  lock-up  shop,  No. 
1 4 1 , Bolton  Old  Road,  be  removed,  and  a cross 
street  made  there  from  Bolton  Old  Road  into 
Hilton  Street,  in  front  of  Park  View.  This 
scheme  would  necessitate  the  removal  of  the 
old  houses  in  Harrison  Street,  when  new  and 
sanitary  property  could  be  erected  in  place  thereof, 
while  it  would  not  interfere  with  those  houses 
fronting  Bolton  Old  Road.  If  this  scheme  were 
carried  out  it  would  let  light  and  air  into  this  part 
of  the  area,  and  completely  remove  the  insanitary 
conditions  now  existing  there. 

In  conclusion,  gentlemen,  I have  to  acknowledge 
the  assistance  rendered  me  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
while  inspecting  this  area. 


I am,  gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  T.  NEECH, 
D.S.Sc.,  Viet.,  L.R.C.P.Ed. 


Atherton, 

May  28th,  1895. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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